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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for sending physical downlink control channel
(PDCCH) signals in downlink pilot time slots (DwPTS) com-
prises: a base station (BS) transmits the PDCCH signals on
one or more symbols in the DwPTS, and resources used for
transmitting the PDCCH signals are different from resources
used for transmitting primary synchronization signals of syn-
chronization signals. In the present invention, the method for
sending the PDCCH signals can solve the problem of conflict
between the PDCCH and the primary synchronization signals
in the DwPTS by generating a less delay and less impact on
other channels.
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Fig. 2
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Fig. 3
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Fig. 4
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Fig. 5
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Fig. 6
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1
METHOD FOR SENDING PHYSICAL
DOWNLINK CONTROL CHANNEL SIGNALS
IN DOWNLINK PILOT TIME SLOT

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the filed of communica-
tions, and specifically to a method for sending physical down-
link control channel (PDCCH) signals in downlink pilot time
slots (DWPTS).

BACKGROUND

A frame structure of TDD (time division duplex) mode in
an LTE (long term evolution) system is as shown in FIG. 1. In
this frame structure, one radio frame of length 10 ms is
divided into two half-frames, each half-frame is divided into
10 time slots with a length of 0.5 ms respectively, two time
slots constitute one subframe with a length of 1 ms, one radio
frame contains 10 subframes (numbered from 0to 9), and one
radio frame contains 20 time slots (numbered from 0 to 19).
For a normal cyclic prefix (CP) with a length of 5.21 us and
4.69 us, one time slot contains 7 uplink/downlink symbols
with a length of 66.7 us, wherein the length ofthe cyclic prefix
of'the first symbol is 5.21 us, and the length of the cyclic prefix
of'the other 6 symbols is 4.69 us respectively; for an extended
cyclic prefix with a length of 16.67 us, one time slot contains
6 uplink/downlink symbols. Moreover, in this frame struc-
ture, the configuration characteristic of the subframe is that:

(1) subframe 0 and subframe 5 are fixedly used for down-
link transmission;

(2) support uplink/downlink switch in the periods of 5 ms
and 10 ms;

(3) subframe 1 and subframe 6 are special subframes that
are used for transmitting 3 special time slots, i.e. a downlink
pilot time slot (DWPTS), a guard period (GP) and an uplink
pilot time slot (UpPTS); wherein,

the DwPTS is used for downlink transmission;

the GP is guard time, without transmitting any data; and

the UpPTS is used for uplink transmission, and at least
contains 2 uplink single carrier-frequency division multiple
access (SC-FDMA) symbols used for transmitting a physical
random access channel (PRACH);

(4) subframe 2 and subframe 7 are fixedly used for uplink
transmission during uplink/downlink switch in the period of 5
ms;
(5) during uplink/downlink switch in the period of 10 ms,
the DWPTS exists in two half-frames, the GP and the UpPTS
exist in the first half-frame, the duration of the DwPTS in the
second half-frame is 1 ms, the subframe 2 is used for uplink
transmission, and the subframe 7 to subframe 9 are used for
downlink transmission;

(6) primary synchronization (P-SCH) signals are transmit-
ted on the first orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM) symbol in the DwPTS; secondary synchronization
(S-SCH) signals are transmitted on the last OFDM symbol in
time slot 1 and time slot 11, and the bandwidth in the fre-
quency domain is 1.08 MHz; and

(7) at present, it is specified that the number of OFDM
symbols contained in the DwPTS is at least 3.

A physical control format indicator channel (PCFICH) is
transmitted on the first OFDM symbol in a common sub-
frame.

A physical downlink control channel (PDCCH) is trans-
mitted on the first n OFDM symbol(s) in the common sub-
frame, and the n can be 1, 2, 3. Wherein, the value of the n is
designated by the physical control format indicator channel.
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2
Since the primary synchronization signals are transmitted
on the first OFDM symbol in the DwPTS, in this way, for
smaller bandwidths such as 1.25 MHz, the physical downlink
control channel can not be transmitted on the first OFDM
symbol in the DwPTS; therefore, the present invention pro-
vides a scheme to solve the problem of conflict between the
primary synchronization signals and the physical downlink

control channel in the DwPTS.

SUMMARY

The technical problem that the present invention intends to
resolveis to provide a method for sending the PDCCH signals
in the downlink pilot time slots (DwWPTS), which can solve the
problem of conflict between the physical downlink control
channel and primary synchronization signals in the DwPTS.

In order to resolve the above-mentioned problem, the
present invention provides a method for sending the PDCCH
signals in the downlink pilot time slots (DwWPTS), which
comprises: a base station (BS) transmits the PDCCH signals
on one or more symbols in the DwPTS, and the resources
used for transmitting the PDCCH signals are different from
the resources used for transmitting primary synchronization
signals of synchronization signals.

Furthermore, the method for sending signals also has the
following characteristics:

the method for sending signals may be applied in a long
term evolution system that is based on a time division duplex
mode; in a frame structure of the system, one radio frame of
length 10 ms may be divided into two half-frames, each
half-frame may be divided into 10 time slots with a length of
0.5 ms respectively, two time slots may constitute one sub-
frame with a length of 1 ms, one radio frame may contain 10
subframes that are numbered from 0to 9, one radio frame may
contain 20 time slots that are numbered from O to 19, and the
downlink pilot time slot may be located in subframe 1 and
subframe 6.

Furthermore, the method for sending signals also has the
following characteristics:

the symbol contained in the time slot may be an orthogonal
frequency division multiplexing symbol.

Furthermore, the method for sending signals also has the
following characteristics:

the BS may transmit the primary synchronization signals
on the first symbol in the downlink pilot time slot;

when the number of symbols used for transmitting the
physical downlink control channel is 1, the BS may transmit
the PDCCH signals on the second symbol in the downlink
pilot time slot;

when the number of symbols used for transmitting the
physical downlink control channel is 2, the BS may transmit
the PDCCH signals on the second symbol and the third sym-
bol in the downlink pilot time slot; and

when the number of symbols used for transmitting the
physical downlink control channel is 3, the BS may transmit
the PDCCH signals on the second symbol, the third symbol
and the fourth symbol in the downlink pilot time slot.

Furthermore, the method for sending signals also has the
following characteristics:

the BS may transmit the primary synchronization signals
on the first symbol in the downlink pilot time slot;

when the number of symbols used for transmitting the
physical downlink control channel is 1, the BS may transmit
the PDCCH signals on the second symbol in the downlink
pilot time slot;

when the number of symbols used for transmitting the
physical downlink control channel is 2, the BS may transmit
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the PDCCH signals on the second symbol and the third sym-
bol in the downlink pilot time slot; and

when the number of symbols used for transmitting the
physical downlink control channel is 3, the BS may transmit
the PDCCH signals on the first symbol, the second symbol
and the third symbol in the downlink pilot time slot, and the
primary synchronization signals and the PDCCH signals may
be transmitted in different subcarriers on the first symbol in
the downlink pilot time slot.

Furthermore, the method for sending signals also has the
following characteristics:

the BS may transmit the primary synchronization signals
on the first symbol in the downlink pilot time slot;

when the number of symbols used for transmitting the
physical downlink control channel is 1, the BS may transmit
the PDCCH signals on the second symbol in the downlink
pilot time slot;

when the number of symbols used for transmitting the
physical downlink control channel is 2, the BS may transmit
the PDCCH signals on the first symbol and the second symbol
in the downlink pilot time slot, and the primary synchroniza-
tion signals and the PDCCH signals may be transmitted in
different subcarriers on the first symbol in the downlink pilot
time slot; and

when the number of symbols used for transmitting the
physical downlink control channel is 3, the BS may transmit
the PDCCH signals on the first symbol, the second symbol
and the third symbol in the downlink pilot time slot, and the
primary synchronization signals and the PDCCH signals may
be transmitted in different subcarriers on the first symbol in
the downlink pilot time slot.

Furthermore, the method for sending signals also has the
following characteristics:

the BS may transmit the primary synchronization signals
on the first symbol in the downlink pilot time slot; when the
ratio of uplink time slot to the downlink time slotis 3:1 and the
number of symbols contained in the downlink pilot time slot
is greater than 3, the physical downlink control channel in the
downlink pilot time slot may be mapped to the first four
symbols or the second, third, fourth and fifth symbols in the
downlink pilot time slot to be transmitted by the BS.

Furthermore, the method for sending signals also has the
following characteristics:

when the number of symbols used for transmitting the
physical downlink control channel is n, the BS may transmit
the PDCCH signals on the first n symbol(s) in the downlink
pilot time slot; moreover, the BS may transmit the primary
synchronization signals of the synchronization signals on the
third symbol in the downlink pilot time slot, and may transmit
secondary synchronization signals of the synchronization
signals on the last symbols in time slot 1 and time slot 11.

Furthermore, the method for sending signals also has the
following characteristics:

when the number of symbols used for transmitting the
physical downlink control channel is n, the BS may transmit
the PDCCH signals on the first n symbol(s) in the downlink
pilot time slot; and the BS may transmit the primary synchro-
nization signals of the synchronization signals on the last
symbols in time slot 1 and time slot 11, and may transmit
secondary synchronization signals of the synchronization
signals on the penultimate symbols in time slot 1 and time slot
11.

Furthermore, the method for sending signals also has the
following characteristics:

when the ratio of uplink time slot to the downlink time slot
is 3:1, the number of symbols used by the base station for
transmitting the physical downlink control channel in the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

downlink pilot time slot may be 4, while under other circum-
stances, the number of symbols used for transmitting the
physical downlink control channel in the downlink pilot time
slotmay be 1, 2 or 3, which is designated by a physical control
format indicator channel.

The advantage of the method for sending the PDCCH
signals in the present invention is that it can solve the problem
of conflict between the PDCCH and the primary synchroni-
zation signals in the DwPTS by generating a less delay and
less impact on other channels.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of the frame structure as
described in the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a specific embodiment of the physical downlink
control channel in the present invention;

FIG. 3 is another specific embodiment of the physical
downlink control channel in the present invention;

FIG. 4 is another specific embodiment of the physical
downlink control channel in the present invention;

FIG. 5 is another specific embodiment of the physical
downlink control channel in the present invention; and

FIG. 6 is another specific embodiment of the physical
downlink control channel in the present invention.

In the above figures, “ " stands for the resources in
OFDM symbols used for transmitting the PDCCH signals.

==

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In order to gain a deeper insight into the present invention,
some specific embodiments comprising the method of the
present invention are provided below with reference to FIG.
2-FIG. 6.

FIG. 2 is a specific embodiment of sending the PDCCH
signals in the present invention. In an LTE system, one radio
frame of length 10 ms is divided into two half-frames, each
half-frame is divided into 10 time slots with a length 0of 0.5 ms
respectively, two time slots constitute one subframe with a
length of 1 ms, one radio frame contains 10 subframes (num-
bered from 0 to 9), and one radio frame contains 20 time slots
(numbered from 0 to 19). In a normal cyclic prefix, one
subframe contains 14 orthogonal frequency division multi-
plexing (OFDM) symbols; suppose that a DwPTS contains 3
OFDM symbols, then the uplink/downlink switch period is 5
ms. A base station (BS) transmits primary synchronization
signals on the first OFDM symbol in the DWPTS; the number
of the OFDM symbols used for transmitting the PDCCH
signals is 1, and the BS transmits the PDCCH signals on the
second OFDM symbol in the DWPTS.

FIG. 3 is another specific embodiment of sending the
PDCCH signals in the present invention. In the LTE system,
one radio frame of length 10 ms is divided into two half-
frames, each half-frame is divided into 10 time slots with a
length of 0.5 ms respectively, two time slots constitute one
subframe with a length of 1 ms, one radio frame contains 10
subframes (numbered from 0 to 9), and one radio frame
contains 20 time slots (numbered from 0to 19). In the normal
cyclic prefix, one subframe contains 14 OFDM symbols;
suppose that the DwPTS contains 3 OFDM symbols, the
uplink/downlink switch period is 5 ms, the BS transmits the
primary synchronization signals on the first OFDM symbol in
the DwPTS, the number of the OFDM symbols used for
transmitting the PDCCH signals is 2, and the BS transmits the
PDCCH signals on the second OFDM symbol and the third
OFDM symbol in the DWPTS.
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FIG. 4 is another specific embodiment of sending the
PDCCH signals in the present invention. In the LTE system,
one radio frame of length 10 ms is divided into two half-
frames, each half-frame is divided into 10 time slots with a
length of 0.5 ms respectively, two time slots constitute one
subframe with a length of 1 ms, one radio frame contains 10
subframes (numbered from 0 to 9), and one radio frame
contains 20 time slots (numbered from 0to 19). In the normal
cyclic prefix, one subframe contains 14 OFDM symbols;
suppose that the DwPTS contains 3 OFDM symbols, the
uplink/downlink switch period is 5 ms, the BS transmits the
primary synchronization signals on the first OFDM symbol in
the DwPTS, the number of the OFDM symbols used for
transmitting the PDCCH signals is 2, the BS transmits the
PDCCH signals on the first OFDM symbol and second
OFDM symbol in the DwPTS, and the primary synchroniza-
tion signals and PDCCH signals are transmitted in different
subcarriers on the first OFDM symbol in the DwPTS.

FIG. 5 is another specific embodiment of sending the
PDCCH signals in the present invention. In the LTE system,
one radio frame of length 10 ms is divided into two half-
frames, each half-frame is divided into 10 time slots with a
length of 0.5 ms respectively, two time slots constitute one
subframe with a length of 1 ms, one radio frame contains 10
subframes (numbered from 0 to 9), and one radio frame
contains 20 time slots (numbered from 0to 19). In the normal
cyclic prefix, one subframe contains 14 OFDM symbols;
suppose that the DwPTS contains 3 OFDM symbols, the
uplink/downlink switch period is 5 ms, the BS transmits the
primary synchronization signals on the first OFDM symbol in
the DwPTS, the number of the OFDM symbols used for
transmitting the PDCCH signals is 3, the BS transmits the
PDCCH signals on the first OFDM symbol, the second
OFDM symbol and the third OFDM symbol in the DwPTS,
and the primary synchronization signals and the PDCCH
signals are transmitted in different subcarriers on the first
OFDM symbol in the DWPTS.

FIG. 6 is another specific embodiment of sending the
PDCCH signals in the present invention. In the LTE system,
one radio frame of length 10 ms is divided into two half-
frames, each half-frame is divided into 10 time slots with a
length of 0.5 ms respectively, two time slots constitute one
subframe with a length of 1 ms, one radio frame contains 10
subframes (numbered from 0 to 9), and one radio frame
contains 20 time slots (numbered from 0to 19). In the normal
cyclic prefix, one subframe contains 14 OFDM symbols;
suppose that the DwPTS contains 10 OFDM symbols, the
uplink/downlink switch period is 5 ms, the BS transmits the
primary synchronization signals on the first OFDM symbol in
the DwPTS, when the ratio of uplink time slot to the downlink
time slot is 3:1, the number of the OFDM symbols used for
transmitting the PDCCH signals is 4, the BS transmits the
PDCCH signals on the first OFDM symbol, the second
OFDM symbol, the third OFDM symbol and the fourth
OFDM symbol in the DwPTS, and the primary synchroniza-
tion signals and the PDCCH signals are transmitted in differ-
ent subcarriers on the first OFDM symbol in the DwPTS.

It should be noted that the above methods for sending the
PDCCH signals can vary on a real time basis for the BS, i.e.
for the same BS, sometimes the PDCCH signals may be
transmitted on one OFDM symbol, sometimes on 2 OFDM
symbols, and sometimes on 3 OFDM symbols; for specific
combinations, please see the schemes in the SUMMARY
section. When the ratio of the uplink time slot to the downlink
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time slot at the BS is 3:1, the number of OFDM symbols used
for transmitting the physical downlink control channel may
be 4. The OFDM symbols and the number of them used for
transmitting the physical downlink control channel in the
DwPTS are designated by the physical control format indi-
cator channel (PCFICH).

The above description only are the embodiments of the
present invention, rather than limit the present invention; as to
those technicians skilled in the art, various changes and varia-
tions can be made to the present invention, some examples of
which have already listed in the SUMMARY section, but the
present invention is not limited to the examples as listed in the
SUMMARY section. Any modification, equivalent substitu-
tion, and improvement, etc, made within the spirit and prin-
ciple of the present invention shall all be in protection scope
of claims of the present invention.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

In the present invention, the method for sending PDCCH
signals can solve the problem of conflict between the PDCCH
and primary synchronization signals in the DwPTS by gen-
erating a less delay and less impact on other channels.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for sending physical downlink control channel
(PDCCH) signals in downlink pilot time slots, comprising: a
base station transmitting PDCCH signals on one or more
orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) sym-
bols in the downlink pilot time slot, and resources used for
transmitting the PDCCH signals being different from
resources used for transmitting primary synchronization sig-
nals of synchronization signals,

wherein the base station transmits the primary synchroni-

zation signals on the first OFDM symbol in the downlink
pilot time slot, and when the ratio of uplink time slot to
the downlink time slot is 3:1, the number of OFDM
symbols used by the base station for transmitting the
physical downlink control channel in the downlink pilot
time slot is 4, the base station transmits the PDCCH
signals on the first OFDM symbol, the second OFDM
symbol, the third OFDM symbol and the fourth OFDM
symbol in the downlink pilot time slot, and the primary
synchronization signals and the PDCCH signals are
transmitted in different subcarriers on the first OFDM
symbol in the DwWPTS;

while under other circumstances, the number of OFDM

symbols used for transmitting the physical downlink
control channel in the downlink pilot time slotis 1, 2 or
3, which is designated by a physical control format
indicator channel.

2. The method for sending signals according to claim 1,
wherein

the method for sending signals is applied in a long term

evolution system that is based on a time division duplex
mode; in a frame structure of the system, one radio frame
of length 10 ms is divided into two half-frames, each
half-frame is divided into 10 time slots with a length of
0.5 ms respectively, two time slots constitute one sub-
frame with a length of 1 ms, one radio frame contains 10
subframes that are numbered from O to 9, one radio
frame contains 20 time slots that are numbered from O to
19, and the downlink pilot time slot is located in sub-
frame 1 and subframe 6.
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